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KATHERINE GRAY:  Okay so tell me your name.
JOHN SMITH:  John--John D. Smith, Sr.  That’s my true name.  Uh-hm.

KG:  Will you tell me how old you are?

JS:  Yeah, 75.  

KG:  And how long have you been living in Long Island City?

JS:  I’ve been living in this development for 50 plus years.  

KG:  Did you live in the area before you moved into the development?

JS:  No, no, no, uh-uh.  No, I moved directly into the development.  I lived in another area--other areas throughout the city.

KG:  Okay.

JS:  I lived in Brooklyn.  I lived in Manhattan.  I lived in the Bronx.  

KG:  You are not kidding?

JS:  So I...

KG:  So how did you end up...?

JS:  Well how did I end up here... being a veteran, that’s it..., you see here.  Yeah, being a veteran you know and being in... at the time I was living in Veteran’s Emergency in Brooklyn.  It was a--for veterans only.  And by looking around and their... inquiring through the Veterans Administration, I was able to come over here.  I came over here.

KG:  So what was it like when you first moved here?

JS:  Oh it was nice--just nice.  I mean it was different from what it is now.  It was a place--it was so serene.  That’s what--that’s what draw--drew my attention to coming out here.  Being here and far down was just like away from everything like you know even those... and now it was just so nice and quiet.

KG:  Does it look different?  I mean, I know the power plant wasn’t here.

JS:  Well that power plant was here, but it was... they have extended that.  

KG:  Oh.

JS:  Yeah, they have added on.  This power plant is new here.  That one there... that little thing there, that’s the one; we had a lot of (sounds like) fight, too.  But that power plant, old Big Bertha here, that’s been here.  They just did a little re-modification of it you know.  
KG:  Got it.

JS:  You see.  And like I said, it’s a lot of changes.  And oh it’s a tremendous change here now.

KG:  What were your neighbors like?

JS:  Oh the neighbors...

KG:  Were they also veterans?  Was everyone a veteran?

JS:  Yes.  Some... no, no, no, no.  No this community first was predominantly Italian and Jewish.  You had very few Afro-Americans in here at the time.  And it was--it was... oh it was family.  I’m going to tell you, everyone family... we used to go to one another’s house on Fridays and eat you know... friends, and we just commute very well.  We were just like a whole family.  We looked out for everyone very closely you know and it was nice.  As the years change, you know as the years went on you know, difference changes... we expect changes.  Some were for the good; some was for the bad you know.  But as it continued to move on, things have--has inclined a great deal.  It’s a lot of improvement.

KG:  Do you feel like the change has just been within the development or Long Island City as a whole?

JS:  Well I would say Long Island City as a whole.  It’s... Long Island City has become very diversive now.  We’ve become one of the most diversive sections in the burrow of Queens... one of them... I don’t know, not entirely.  

KG:  How diverse and in what way, because of the--the people or the kinds of things that happen in the businesses?

JS:  The people, the people, the people, the people.  Businesses hasn’t changed too much from what it was.  We’ve gotten a little more--we’ve gotten a little more, a little different type of businesses in here, but basically a lot of the old businesses are still here you know.

KG:  So if I... okay if you had to define the boundaries for Long Island City--geographic boundaries, what would you say they were?

JS:  They’re very small.  For Long Island City, it’s a very small boundary.  You would--you would go--you would... our boundaries here... see that’s where I get... as far as the postal service is concerned, we can go... I usually--I figure Long Island City right up to Hunts Point here and over to what would you say... up to Hunts Point and back over to what would be... we would say Astoria Boulevard.  Now I’m not sure whether my geographics are right or not.  See because it’s funny, because see Long Island... just part of Queens is broken up into sections.  This is Long Island and you know further up here is Astoria, and this is Hunts Point.  So actually, Long Island City is a very little small box.  
KG:  Between Hunters Point and Astoria?

JS:  Yeah, right, right.  See then again, you can go over here going east here you would go to let’s say 31st Street and that way you’ll be in Astoria.  

KG:  Got it.

JS:  But like I’m saying is once again the postal services and their defining of it is different from what I you know...

KG:  Right, the postal service...

JS:  Yeah, right.

KG:  So tell me about, do you work--did you work in the neighborhood when you moved here or is it just your experience in just living here?

JS:  No, no, no... I was... no, no, I... just living here.  I didn’t work here.  I worked in the city.  

KG:  Okay tell me about what you like here; what you don’t like here.

JS:  Well what I like here is I would say the overall view.  It’s one... to me, it’s a view that you... that’s what, like I say once again, that’s what drew my attention to this development is the over... the location and the view.  I--I also like the convenience.  I’m so many minutes from over there; so many minutes from there.  I mean, I’m right here where transportation is and on from any angle that I want, east, north, west, or south, and any direction that I would choose to travel in.  

KG:  And how about things you don’t like?

JS:  Well things I don’t like is what you see.  I don’t like this--these big towers here.  I don’t like that.  I don’t like this factory business, but it’s...

KG:  Weren’t there always factories?

JS:  Factories was always here.  This has always been a commercial area.  But see that doesn’t mean that I should like it though.

KG:  No.

JS:  You know what I mean to say.  And they seem to do it in every burrow, put developments, housing, city housing developments... no project now, this is not a project.  Please make that clear.  This is no longer a project.  And I keep... this is something we’re trying to stop people from saying because what they have done; the government itself has put a bad mark on these housing developments.  

KG:  Did you... did they call them projects when you first moved in?

JS:  Yeah, they was always called that.  And the reason why they... I don’t know why.  A project, as you know the definition of a project, and once you complete it then it’s no longer a project right.  But they continue to call this a project, a project.  And by doing that, what’s happened--what happens... everyone you talk to even on television, even the people that live in here has gotten that into their system.  That’s all they know how to direct this development as a project.  So what we’re trying to do is to eliminate that.  Let--have them to eliminate that from their vocabulary, from their thinking.

KG:  Do you think people that live in this development have connections outside of the development in other parts of the neighborhood?

JS:  Oh yes.  Oh yes.

KG:  What sort of connections... through church...?

JS:  Well a lot of them have church; a lot of them have schools; a lot of them have civic activities.

KG:  What sort of civic activities?

JS:  Well I mean you know working with the community, helping the--helping the--helping seniors, going to other centers helping seniors, going to other nursing--nursing care, daycare centers working.  You see oh yes they--they... gee wiz, I would say over half of the people here have... basically they mostly they communicate out of the development here you know.  Oh yes.  Oh yes.  It’s not just that they stay--stick right into the development here and work because really it’s not... within right into the center of Long Island City it wouldn’t be that much for them.  You understand what I mean to say?  So therefore, they would have to go out.

KG:  Can you--can you think of specific places in the neighborhood that don’t exist anymore that you think... that you’re sorry are gone?

JS:  Well we had a little theatre here, a little family theatre down here in the neighborhood.  We’re sorry where... the old timers that was here--a bunch here, we’re sorry that it left us you know.

KG:  Where was that?

JS:  It’s right down here.  It used to be on 40th Avenue here and 10th Street.  It was a little theatre.

KG:  Who ran it?

JS:  Well--well it was run... I forgot who run it.  It was privately owned--run; it wasn’t owned by the city.  But I don’t know the name of the people that ran it.  But after a period of time it left.  

KG:  When did it?

JS:  Oh it was... gee, good gosh.  I don’t remember the year it left, but its...

KG:  It left in the ‘80s or ‘70s?

JS:  Mmm... before that--before that--before that.  I think that theatre left around about in the late ‘60s--late ‘60s or early ‘70s I would say.

KG:  Wow.  What sort of things would they show?

JS:  Well they would show--they wouldn’t show the stuff that they showing today.  You know we had movies.  We had nice movies. 

KG:  It was a movie theatre?

JS:  Yeah, it was a movie theatre, yes.

KG:  Not a theatre, acting?

JS:  No, no, no, it wasn’t a live theatre.  No it was a regular movie theatre, yes.  And they showed beautiful stuff there, but they didn’t show that stuff that they showing today.  

KG:  Was it a very elaborate...?

JS:  No, no, it was just a little... was nice and clean, but it was just a little theatre... nothing elaborate about it you know, but it was well kept, well managed, and we enjoyed going in because the children had their time to go and the adults had their time to go.  See, and when that time was up for the kids, out they went.  And everyone--and the people, the ushers in the theatre knew all the kids in the neighborhood.  See, so that even made it good.  We didn’t have to worry about them you know.

KG:  Got it.

JS:  So that was nice.

KG:  Okay.  All right, can you think of specific places that you’re glad are gone?

JS:  It’s really... I’m going to tell you, around here really it’s nothing too much that I would say I’m glad it’s gone ‘cause it wasn’t that much you know that I could say.  ‘Cause like I say, this is a commercial area, so therefore it isn’t like in a residential area they have a lot of theatres, they had a lot of plays or bars, or they had a lot of you know hang-out places.  We just had a little--what we all used to call the strip; 40th Avenue, we used to call that the strip.  And we, like I said, we had--we had a bar there, a very nice family bar.
KG:  What was the name of the bar?

JS:  The name of the bar was Nino’s, and it was very nice, well kept, well managed, and everything.  No teen--no teenagers were allowed in there.  Well, I should say young adults; I don’t like that word teenagers.  And they weren’t allowed in there at all, not at all.  And when you went in there, you were going in there, and if you brought a young lady you respected her and she never sat at the bar.  She sat in the room in the lounge room.  Oh yes, we had it nice.  It wasn’t no elaborate bar or fabulous bar, but it was nice and clean and well managed.  We had no problems.

KG:  When did that leave?

JS:  Oh my goodness, that left--Nino’s, they left around about that time, too, in the ‘60s I think.
KG:  What do you think caused things to leave in the ‘60s?

JS:  Well, I’m going to tell you something.  I don’t know you know... as the community begins to change you know because you know a whole lot of things were moved... they left.  A lot of people left.  We had a whole lot of people in here that used to--used to be here and used to help the neighborhood... left.  But like I say, as the changes of the community because...

KG:  Is it changes within the development or within the larger community?

JS:  Within the--no within the surrounding developments here, and even back where my church is, Saint Rita’s Roman Catholic Church, even back there, a lot of the old people used to... they started moving out and other people were moving in .  And like I’m saying, this is what happened here.

KG:  Do you have a sense of where people... did people just die or did they move somewhere?  Where did they move?

JS:  No, they move other places.  Some people move further out on the Island.  Some people just up and moved to other parts of the country.  You see?
KG:  Wow and who moved in?  I mean, when you moved in, you were part of the veterans organization?

JS:  Yeah, well then--well then, well see then before--before--after that--that happened after I moved in.  You see then you started getting different--different denominations moving in.  You see, now like back up here, we have--we have back up near my church you have--we have a mixture of--we have a mixture of Philippinos.  Now my church, Saint Rita’s Roman Catholic Church, we have a diversive group. We have every nationality in the world that’s attending the church.  At one time we only had two nationalities there, and say in the area here.

KG:  What were those?

JS:  That was the Afro-Americans and the Italians you see.  And now we have, like I’m saying, we have Philippinos, we have Polish, we have Czechoslovakia, we have Brazilians, we have Hispanics, we have Afro-Americans, you see.  And so therefore, and then not only we have them coming from the different countries... not within this country because we have them, the ones that have migrated from their countries coming in.  So this is what--this is one of the major changes, so therefore a lot of the people--well, a lot of the people have... like I’m saying, is they have just moved out in other parts of the country you know.  And it’s--it’s a good thing to see you know because I think--I think it helps to balance the scale when you see something like that, when you see diversity like that. 

KG:  Sure.  Do people--do these groups socialize other than at church?

JS:  Yes and no.  You know it’s a yes or no thing.  It’s a thing that they have to... yeah I have to learn you and you have to learn me.  I have to learn your culture and you have to learn mine.  We have to sit down and talk.  But the point is, that’s why we try to have... my church every year, once a year, we have the annual communion breakfast given by our Holy Man and Rosaria Society to get all to commune with everyone, to have all the people to come in you know and sit down and talk you see... break bread with another, you see.  This is what we tried to do here.  I’m--I used to be the president of our senior citizens, and now I’m an advisor.  In fact, I’m an advisor of the senior citizen group.  This is what we tried so hard to do, we’re trying so hard to do you see to get everyone to come in and sit down and talk with one another.  You know this is why we’re having something; this here is family day, so everyone can come together and break bread.  You know, get to know one another you see because it’s... things are getting bad you know.  And it’s bad what we have to...
KG:  Bad in what sense?

JS:  ... bad that we have to be over there... bad in the sense where things are (inaudible).  People--people are dying by the minute.  People you know, and not only though natural death, through sickness, but through unnecessary... I mean killings you know.  ‘Cause you know I don’t like the way you look; you don’t like the way you look.  I don’t like the way you speak; you don’t like the way I speak.  I don’t like the way... bam, boom, I’m going shoot you.  Why?  So therefore, this is why we got--we have to start, “Hey listen, wake up and smell the coffee because there’s maybe been what we think.”  You know, let me tell you something, I went to about four funerals, close people, family people within a month’s time.  You hear what I’m saying... within a month’s time you see.  So this scares you.  You have to stop and think.  If you don’t stop and think, you’re in trouble.  So we need to get together you know.  I don’t need to be mad with you because you’re sitting down here asking me questions.  Why?  Why should I get mad with you?  Why?  Let’s... this way we’ll get to some kind of way say, “Hey, it’s nice meeting you,” blah, blah, blah.
KG:  Are there other... besides these sort of family events, are there other forums or places for people to go to meet each other?

JS:  Well we have--well yeah, the biggest thing is our community center.  We have one of the largest community centers in the City of New York.  In fact, our director had just left here.  He was sitting over there in the chair.  Our executive director, he just...

KG:  Mr. Newman?

JS:  Yeah, uh-hm, yeah.  Mr. William Newman, and he--we have a terrific community center, terrific community center, and this is a place where we try to get the community to come in and sit down and enjoy the recreation, the facilities that are here because we have facilities that’s unbelievable.  We have facilities that other community centers don’t have, you see.  And we’re trying to get the--we’re trying to pull the adults.  But you see it’s so hard.  It’s so hard to get adults.  We talk about children, but I tell everyone I’d rather deal with these youngsters ‘cause I know, hey listen these were kids from blah, blah, they’re growing.  But here you’re a full grown adult.  Why should I have to deal with your nonsense?  And why don’t you listen and see and try to understand what I’m trying to say to you?  I’m telling you to come on in; let’s become...

KG:  Well how old is the community center?

JS:  Our community center--that community center is old as the development is... almost as old.

KG:  Since like 1939 or...?

JS:  Yeah.  I think it’s a little younger--little younger.  I think the center--I think this... well the development was built first and the center was built afterwards.  Yeah, you see... it’s not too much...

KG:  Okay.  So what we’re--we’re trying to identify you know special places or spaces really in Long Island City that would be good to mark just as a historical place or place of significance or places that are--should be developed for open space.  Would you see that the community center has sort of significance in that way?  Should it be... we’re doing a neighborhood guide...

JS:  Uh-hm... I understand.

KG:  ... would this be a place where people should go and take a look at it?

JS:  Definitely.  I would say definitely so.  

KG:  Are there other places in Long Island City that you think are significant?

JS:  No, I have--I would... no, I would personally, my personally thing here... personally with me would be this section right here because this is like a... when you look from over there, what do you see?  You don’t see up there, that part of Long Island City Island or that far.  You see this.  You see, you see this even though we have this structure and that structure there, but in the middle of it you have all this beauty.

KG:  Oh what I love is the alley of sycamore trees.

JS:  Yes, yes, yes.

KG:  That’s incredible.

JS:  And see and their... it’s development, it’s plans, and they’ve already got the plans laid up... hi there, buddy, how you doing... already made up to increase the new development over there.  In other words, they’re going to increase the foliage and all along here it’s going to be a complete total pathway of beauty from one end of the Island all the way to the other from the plaza all the way back here.  Now this is all of City Co-ops Planning. It’s a tremendous plan.  It’s already formulated, and we’re be starting I don’t know when.  But, this is the area I would like to see you know... right here, right here, right along here.  

KG:  Do you like the little Town Center?

JS:  You know what, let me tell you something.  Everyone--everyone marvels over that when they walk and they couldn’t believe because that’s what... like I said, that’s what attracted--that’s one of the things that attracted me.  I walked around and said, “Well this is a little city... what is this?”  Welcome to this center, and I’m looking and I said, “Oh my goodness, this is like walking into another world you know.”  And that’s--to me that’s the whole thing.  That’s the whole picture.  That’s what it gives.  That’s what it brought to me you know.  I mean you’re coming in into... you would never think that this is in here.  You see, you’re on the outside and you know so, that’s why I’m saying no, I wouldn’t... this is the area.  This is the area.  I love it--I love it.
KG:  What do you--I mean what do you think about those tall buildings down there?

JS:  Disgusting.

KG:  What do you think about the plans for the Olympics; should we build housing down there?

JS:  Yeah, but you see... you know what, that’s Mr. Newman; that’s our director.  I’m talking about you, sir.  It’s good.  Oh it’s good; yeah it’s good.  You know well being Long Island, you know it’s--I just don’t see all of that tall structure.  What happens there, you destroy all of this.  This becomes destroyed.  You know it’s enough they put that big monstrosity of their city co-op building.  That was a--that was a... but then again, it’s beneficial to us because why?  It’s going to improve the area from a financial standpoint of view you know.
KG:  Do you feel like it’s already done that?  Has it?

JS:  What city co-op? 

KG:  Yeah.

JS:  Yeah, city co-op has been working with us pretty well you know as far as area improvement.  You know they’re coming along good.  They’re--they have really--they... when we--if we have problems or whatever pertaining to the community or pertaining to any I guess you would say government--civil government, they’re right there to help us.  We can go to them and sit down and you know and talk.  They working--they’re pretty good.  But I just can’t see another--but what I see and what they see... I mean ‘cause this is all money.

KG:  Sure.


JS:  Putting another... it’s destroying the Island.  It’s destroying--to me, it’s destroying the Island really you know.  It’s taking--it’s taking away a lot of the beauty of the waterfront, too.  You know they want--they want to beautify the waterfront here...
KG:  So would you rather have a park all the way up and down?

JS:  Well I was... if they... how you doing Miss Anne?  How’s everything?  Good.  You know if they were going to--if they were going to put a development, don’t you know--you know--we don’t need you know overlapping what we have here, you know what I’m saying.  It’s something we’re in... you know, let’s keep it like you know on a low keel.  You know this is low; let’s keep it like that, and build a park.  But why would you build something taller than the bridge, too.  You understand what I’m saying.  That’s what I’m looking at.  Beauty has been destroyed to me personally--you know, personally.

KG:  Last question.  Do you take it... as we’ve been interviewing people, we’ve found maps that have been put together by the arts organizations turning Long Island City into a sort of an artists’ group, Socrates Park, PS One...

JS:  Uh-hm.

KG:  ... and the Museum of Modern Arts and the African Museum and the Sculpture Museum.  Do you think people in the development take advantage of any of those arts groups?  Are they interested in that?  Did any arts groups talk to you?  Do you think that Long Island City is an arts neighborhood?

JS:  They’re interested in... fully, no.  But the point is, just like every place else, you have to come in and bring it in, and continue to give the people the awareness of it.  You see, what has happened... now Socrates Park has been here sometime.  I’ve been in there; it’s beautiful.  They have done a lot of increasing of it you know.

KG:  Do you consider that Long Island City?

JS:  Yeah.  Yeah.  Yeah.

KG:  You do?  Okay.

JS:  Right.  Right.  And I--I think though that a lot of the people here haven’t gotten really into it.  You see, now...

KG:  Did the arts groups talk to you?

JS:  They don’t come in--they don’t come into our neighborhood like we would like for them to.  But then again, it’s our fault, too, that we’re not forcing the issue.  When I say forcing the issue, we’re not going to them and asking or requesting them to come in you see.  That’s the whole--that’s one of the things, too, for us to do to put more impression because they want... we’ve had a few of them come in at the Museum of Art and the African Museum, they’ve come in and talked for a representative area.  They talked a little while, and they were supposed to do this and they were supposed to do that.  But they never came back.  And we’ve been putting a little bit... we’ve been continuously calling them or trying to get in contact with them because we would like to get our seniors over to their museum.  But we would like to know... what days could we do that and what time and hours and so forth and so on like that.  Because, it’s the whole thing is... to make a long story short, we don’t have enough teachers coming in or instructors coming in giving us a little more--talking to us more on art, you understand?  You’re just coming in and telling me what you have there and that’s it.  But bring an instructor in and say, and you know sit down sometime, have a little group session, and sit down and discuss some of that within our center.  And then that will give the people, I think, the initiative to want to go, “Oh, let me... I can just see this.  I want to see it in person,” you know what I’m saying.
KG:  What do you think caused the arts groups to come to the neighborhood to begin with?

JS:  Someone has said you know... well they know that we’re here.  They know that they haven’t been here.  So they say, “Well let’s come in and check with them,” or they might call you know.  You see, they don’t... some of them will just do it voluntarily, and then some of it won’t do it unless we contact them, you see.  

KG:  Do they contact... is there a center for young people also?

JS:  Oh yeah.  Oh yes, that center right up there, right up there on the hill... Jacob’s Wreath.

KG:  Have they been to talk to the young people?

JS:  Not yet, no.  They haven’t.

KG:  Now I heard that the Queen Bridge houses... that there’s a lot of hip hop and there are musical recording artists.

JS:  Yes.

KG:  Does that come from Queens Bridge...?

JS:  Yes, comes right from here... oh yes.  Oh yes, yes, don’t ask me.  You have to ask these young people.

KG:  Don’t ask you?

JS:  No, don’t ask me about these hip hop groups and all like... I’m a jazz man. I don’t...

KG:  Do the hip hop group... I mean does that--do you think that gives an identity to Long Island City?

JS:  Sure.  (Inaudible) ‘cause it’s wonderful when you hear the records and they’ll let their selves be known that they have come from Queens Bridge.  They were raised up in Queens Bridge.  They originated from Queens Bridge and so forth and so on.  Yeah, it’s the thing because they don’t--they don’t forget where they came from, and that’s... so that gives our you know, and it makes us feel good to know that, “Hey listen, if J.D. came from Queens Bridge; he’s famous,” blah, blah.  You know, we even have a basketball... one of the national--NBA basketball star, Arnold Artess.  Yeah, he come from here.  

KG:  Which team is he on?

JS:  He with--he’s with... oh gosh.  He’s with the NBA.  What team is he...?  How you doing?  Hey (Inaudible), excuse me.  What--what team is Artess with?

MALE:  Who?

JS:  Arnold Artess, you know the basketball player that lives out here.

MALE:  (Inaudible)... no he got traded.

JS:  Who’d he go with?

MALE:  I think he went up to Indiana.

JS:  I think it’s Indiana; I’m not sure.  I was just letting her know that he lives out here.  Yeah his family lives out there, oh yeah.

MALE:  Yeah, he live here.  He comes home every now and then.

JS:  I know--I know. Okay.

MALE:  He might be there today.

JS:  Yeah, right; okay.  Yeah, right; see so here we have an NBA star, and in fact we have another one.  It was another one that was born out here that was raised up out here.  So we have a lot of people that comes from here and we have a lot to be proud of you know.  And this is what we try to get the community to understand.  You have a lot to be proud of you know, and realize that.  You’re living in a neighborhood here where it’s a lot of good people coming out here--a lot of good people.  So you know, I--‘cause I might--you know I--I... good thing I’m getting old.  ‘Cause see, if I was a youngster I’d probably be fighting every day ‘cause for... just to protect this development you know.  ‘Cause knowing what it is, you understand what I mean?  I hate to be for it to be scandalized you know because when I was a kid coming by, I used to fight like the dickens for New York.  Oh yeah, don’t mess with... oh no, don’t talk about New York ‘cause you know...
KG:  Well what do you think the threats are to the development from outside?
JS:  Really, I don’t--I don’t think there’s--I don’t think we have too much of an outside threat.  I haven’t--I don’t really--I can’t say we have any really.  No, I do not think... no, uh-um.  I couldn’t even think--I can’t even begin to think of any outside threats.  If there is, I haven’t--I am not aware of any you know.  All the threats are inside here and it’s with what a lot of some of the people are doing and acting.  You know, you always get that few that’s going to be negative you know.

KG:  Well if new people were going to move in, what would you want them to bring to the development?  You want more families, more young people, more older people?

JS:  No, we definitely don’t want more older people.  Now don’t get me wrong, I’m not against that.  No, we need--we need youth.  We need youth.  We definitely need the youth to come in, but youth coming in that’s going to be do good for the neighborhood, not bad, realizing that when they come that they’re going to help to maintain a high standard or even better still, increase the standards of the neighborhood.  We don’t want any youth coming in or any families coming in here with the idea, “I’m just coming in ‘cause I got a place to live and that’s it,” you understand.  Okay there, Morris.  Now there’s a youngster right there.  I knew when he was born in the world, he’s 30--he’s 40 years old.  He has a mental deficiency--problem, but you would never know it... very independent.  He’s a deacon in the church... beautiful young man.  So (inaudible) a beautiful young man.  He--I’m so proud of him you know.  And everybody loves him you know; he’s just beautiful.
KG:  I know, he keeps saying, “Hello,” to everyone.

JS:  Yeah, yeah, he’s just a wonderful young man--wonderful young man.  Yeah, we have seen... there’s people like that.  We see them grow; born in the world.  We see them come up, and this is the results.  I’ve seen some of them that had... went--went bad, and then all of the sudden I see them the next time and they just as beautiful... changed their way... you know, turned out to be very good family and everything and just doing good.  So--and it makes you feel good to see that you know.  You see, if a person really wants to do right, they can.  There’s no such thing as I can’t do.  You see if you put it in your mind... that’s why I tell people--tell the young people, don’t come with me that you can’t do it.  There’s no such word in the dictionary okay.  I was always taught that even when I was going to school... no such word, ‘cause once you put that word in your mind, the negativity develops you see.  I say, eliminate that.  You can--you can do if you put your mind to it you see.  These are the things you know.

KG:  Thank you very much.

JS:  It’s good--it’s good talking with you.  I hope I didn’t talk you to death you know.

KG:  No, no, no.  

JS:  You know and I hope I gave you a few things you know concerning this development, this area here you know.  And this park brings back so many memories because we had so much fun when my kids were little and other people’s kids were little.  Now I see newer generations coming up in here.

KG:  Now I’ve seen people play soccer here.

JS:  Uh-hm.

KG:  How long has that been going on?

JS:  That just--that’s just started up.  They just came in you know in the recent years.  And really it’s not officially a part of the park’s repertoire because we do not have the facilities for them to play soccer.  And this is the problem we’re having right now, but we’re going to solve that because they are destroying our grass.  You see what they did over there?  We had beautiful grass over there...

KG:  Oh you’re kidding; that’s just from soccer players?

JS:  ... they did that.  That’s from soccer players.  And they put... see in all of this here field...

KG:  The baseball diamonds?

JS:  ... the whole field, that whole baseball field, they re-sod that a couple years back, $40,000.00.  They took up that whole field... over $40,000.00 to do it.
KG:  So who plays soccer... people in the neighborhood or from outside?

JS:  No, out of the neighborhood over in the Astoria area... the Brazilians and the Columbians and them.  They come over.

KG:  So how’s it going to get solved?

JS:  Well we have our committee.  I’m a member of the parks committee. 

KG:  Are you going to make a place for them to play soccer?

JS:  Well we’re going to try to.  We’re going to get with their--we’re going to get with their organization president, and sit down and talk with them, and we’re going to see how we can make some sort of arrangement.  See, that’s our park chairperson... that lady right there, Mrs. McQueen.  That’s our chairperson.  That lady right there, she’s our park chairperson and we’re working on that now.  We’re working on... that’s on part of our park committee, too.  And we’re working on that now to try to... with the city.  It’s very difficult.  You know the City of New York, when you’re working with the Parks Department, trying to get things done, it’s a job believe me... you don’t know.  It’s really.... so we’re working on that because it’s a shame.  We used to picnic over there.  That used to be one of our picnic areas.  We can’t do it now, and then they kick a ball, and then they’re very--very nasty at times.  You know they just show disrespect.

KG:  Who, the park?

JS:  The people.  No, not the park, the soccer players when they go over and tell them.  

KG:  So how about these Little League baseball players... softball...?

JS:  Well they’re okay.  No, no, oh yes, our Councilman Joyer, Goyer... Councilman Joyer, he’s the one responsible for our Little League baseball players.  See, so they have a right to come in there.  They have a permit to go in and play you know.  Oh yeah, that’s...

KG:  Are there any from the development?

JS:  Oh yeah.  Well I don’t know whether they’re out there now or not, but we do have members from the development.  Oh yeah, oh yeah, oh yeah, so... but the thing is, like I said, with the soccer players we’re working on that ‘cause we have to do something because this is a disgrace, and then we don’t like their... they don’t show no respect to us.  You know what I mean?  When we ask them to please, you know.  They were playing on here one time.  We had a--we had a show here one evening, and they were playing the ball and all like that; we asked... kicking the ball, and we told them not to, and they got real you know real nasty about it you know.  Well I mean they should never do that because see they don’t take much for these people over here, you talk the wrong way to them, they’re ready to fight you know.  We don’t want that kind of nonsense.  
KG:  Right you want peaceful...

JS:  That’s right; we don’t want that.  

KG:  Are there are any kids from the development who play soccer?

JS:  Not yet.  

KG:  Can you get them to play soccer and then you know they get to know you better?

JS:  Well you know--well you see, with that they have... you see those Brazilian teams they come in, but they have their own groups; they have their own teams, and they’re more professional.  See these kids here in the neighborhood, they’re amateurs.  See, these are more professional players you see so therefore, and naturally they don’t want you know no one that’s not a part of them to interfere.  But we’re--we’re... that’s one of our programs for the coming year is to form a soccer club because we do have a bunch of kids in here that do play you know play the game you know.

KG:  Yeah, and I mean it seems to be growing more and more especially for the girls.

JS:  Yeah, yeah, it’s becoming real popular.  In fact, it’s becoming one of the major games you know.  So that’s... yeah... 

KG:  Okay well thank you very much.

JS:  That’s good... okay you take care.  Enjoy yourself and come back again.

KG:  Should I try those people over there?  Do you know those?

JS:  Yeah, well that’s neighborhood people; you can try them if you want and see what they say.

KG:  Okay I think I’m going to try them, and then maybe I’ll try over there.

JS:  Yeah, because you get different viewpoints you know from other people.  Yeah, try and see what they do.  
KG:  I’m going to undo you.

[End John Smith.MP3]
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