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PAUL PARKHILL:  So it is November 18, 2003.  And we’re at Bangla patrika.  Can you say and spell your name again because I couldn’t…

MOINUDDIN NASER:  (Sounds like) My name is Moinuddin Naser.  It is M-O-I-N-U-D-D-I-N.  Last name is N-A-S-E-R.

PP:  Okay, and you are the editor?

MN:  (Sounds like) I am the co-editor, and I do some other things.

PP:  Right.  Okay fantastic.  So can you talk about the history of the paper, how you got started, who you…?

MN:  Well our paper started in 1996, September, and is about you know six years, seven years since running.  We have been six years about since publication.  And it is… it goes all over North America, including Canada.

PP:  How big is your circulation?

MN: Our circulation is about 10,000 to 12,000.

PP:  Ten to twenty?

MN:  12.   And it goes around the North America, and we (inaudible) circulation, and in addition to (inaudible) we give some (inaudible), and we gave some free copy to (inaudible), including all those it is around 14,000 to 15,000.  And the population in New York is the main market, and after New York we sell it to Michigan and Northern Europe, Atlanta, and the Washington, D.C., Virginia,  Maryland, and Texas and California, outside of San Francisco.

PP:  These are the pockets of Bangladesh communities around the country?

MN:  (Sounds like) Around the country, yes… Bangladeshi pockets.  You know that Queens is very diverse locally, the most diverse borough, not only in the area, but all over America. And we have got about 30,000 to 40,000 people that live here in the area, Astoria and Long Island City, but they are all over America.  Thirty to 40,000.  

PP:  Wow that’s quite amazing.

MN: (Sounds like) Actually 20,000 to 25,000 live in Astoria and Long Island City.  But (inaudible) 30,000 to 35,00… 

PP:  Astoria then?

MN:  (Sounds like) Astoria, Long Island City.  And in New York they’re talking about number (sounds like) up to 50,000.

PP:  So how did the Bangladeshi community kind of evolve in … what’s the history of immigration to this area?

MN:  (Sounds like) It was 1920 when the first immigration, 1918 or 1920 that the first immigration came here.  oddly 20 something, and that’s when the first immigration came here.  But much of the immigration took place in the ‘80s… in ’80.

PP:  And why was that?

MN:  (Sounds like) One day our government announced the OP1 Program. Then after that the diversity (inaudible) from then 1980, and before that actually… before OP1, the people took interest to come to America, and the Bangladesh was not a safe place.  And a lot of people that came (inaudible).  

PP:  What did OP1 stand for?

MN:  Open Permit. It is sort of a diversity issue. OP1, there was nobody there for education, and everyone no was allowed, and there was no (inaudible) system… and anyone by putting their name in it they could apply, then if they’re selected they could come.  There was no… that system was a bit… became cumbersome in diversity of OP1, and very easy system actually.  It was almost like diversity… there was a (inaudible) barrier if anyone came out… if someone is actually not goes to the (sounds like) high school and not part of the high school here, you not be allowed under diversity Visa.  But everyone was allowed to come.  So diversity (inaudible) to 1989, and a lot of people came.  And before that also, a lot of people that took iinterest got their Visa, the Immigration… under the Visa they came… a lot of people.     

PP:  So why do you think Long Island City and Astoria were sort of magnets for the Bangladeshi community?

MN:  (Sounds like) Astoria, actually the (inaudible) the first people came to Brooklyn.  Bangladeshi people, they settled in Brooklyn.  And once they were there, you know, there was a port. And the people used to jump from the ship. 

PP:  Right; that’s in the early part of the century?

MN:  (Sounds like) Early part of the century—in the early part of the century.    And since that… it went on like that actually went until 1970—1970, and the people used to come.  In 1970, even oddly (inaudible) of those a day used to come.  But there were a lot of ship jumpers.  And they were settled in Brooklyn.  Ultimately they spread in other parts of the area.  When Brooklyn has become saturated then they find out some other place, and they heard that Queens is much easier to settle. And a lot of people there work in Manhattan… a lot of the Bangladeshi people also live in Lower Manhattan.

PP:  So I’m curious actually just because I live in Jackson Heights, how the commercial Indian, Bangladeshi, Pakistani, got established there where the residential core seems to be sort of elsewhere.

MN:  (Sounds like) Jackson Heights is actually came in to focus in the mid 1990s… 1995 they really came into focus.  Plus the Indians there set up a lot of shops in the area.  You will find that most of the shops are run by Indians, and the Pakistanis are also the second number, and third is Bangladeshi.  But the most of the assistants have been Bangladeshis.  And you’ll find the buyers are also Bangladeshis and Indian and Pakistani.  And a lot of buyers.  But the most of the owners of the shops are Indian—Indian, and then Pakistani.  The civilians came up there in 1990, 1995-1996 actually, they come into focus in the area.  Somehow the… but before that, Astoria was most important place.  Astoria’s 30th Street Street, 36th Avenue was the most important area for Bangladeshis coming here.  (Inaudible) become situated actually there.  When they found that in the mid-90s became a very… because the Indians went there and because of… another reason, all the trains that stop in Jackson Heights, and there is another reason for the (inaudible) area.  And you know the immigrants, people there they love to travel by train.  And even the people from Brooklyn area, from by Bronx area, they come to Jackson Heights for marketing and all this.  And there is some other… and you will find even before Jackson Heights, the Parkchester area Astoria was also a pocket for Bangladeshi people and a lot of people used to come for marketing the area.  There are a lot of Bangladeshi shops in Parkchester and because… and they found that the… Manhattan is very most by area for what most area for employment, and a lot of people they will work in Manhattan… and Queens is near… Long Island City is nearer to Manhattan.  And they… after Brooklyn they had chosen the Long Island City or Queens Area for living  and they’re for (inaudible) Long Island City and luckily the location… the location itself has itself some advantage to the Bangladeshi area.

PP:   Right; in terms of the immediate area right around here, the sort of Dutch Hills area, the kind of north Long Island City, immediately around this office, is there a significant Bangladeshi community right here?

MN: Yes.  A lot of Bangladeshi people live in Astoria. This is Astoria

PP:  So you would call this Astoria.

MN: Yes.  Astoria, within Long Island City.  There are a lot of Bangladeshi people that live here.  From 30th to 36th Avenue, a lot of Bangladeshis that live there actually.  And the number is not less than 35,000

PP:  Okay so it’s really a pocket.

MN:  (Sounds like) And these are pockets, right.  After Chinese… the Bangladeshis and the Chinese, and probably Greek and Bangladeshis will be staying here… population, Bangladeshis and Greek. 

PP:  What did I want to ask you?  I wanted to ask you more about the paper.  What’s the range of issues that you that you cover kind of in the paper?

MN:  We cover a lot of issues actually from immigration to the American politics, because audience is first generation. The second generation is coming out.  And the first generation is not involved that much in mainstream politics, but I do not believe there is any mainstream in American politics or society, because it is a diverse society and diverse politics and diverse opinion. But I do not think in the mainstream who is… the best one can take anyplace… the best anything can make its place in the mainstream.  So if you do anything best and better you ultimately become the mainstream.  But I don’t… the Bangladeshi people they are not much involved in the mainstream politics.  And I think… we do it in a… we inform the people about what politics is going on, and what is coming in and what… who is what and what is what… what (inaudible)… and what laws we have got to… and the American (inaudible) how they are affecting the life and how they… affect the life.   And in this way, immigration… the change in the Immigration process is definitely all the news actually because immigration is a very important of the Bangladeshi community.  The Bangladesh community and the New York community and it is of (inaudible) and if they are granted immigration permission, they (inaudible) immigration very much.  So we (inaudible) changes in the (inaudible) and then most of them cover the Bangladesh news because a lot of the people that live in Manhattan... (inaudible) because...(inaudible) a lot of the (sounds like) political changes have taken place in Bangladesh.  And here is... very in times of predicting is very tough to (inaudible) in Bangladesh in terms of population.    

MN: A lot of political changes have taken place in Bangladesh. In terms of politics, it is a very talked about country…..It’s a 51,000 square mile [country], and about a hundred and thirty million people live in this area….This is the only democratic country with a Muslim majority. And that’s why it is also a model country. And the people who live here are also very much involved with the politics of Bangladesh….So we have to cover a lot of issues in Bangladesh. Sometimes we have 88 Pages

PP: It looks like it’s pretty solidly news.

MN: Our main revenue comes from circulation.  

PP: Are there particular places that are important to you in this area?

MN: I live in the Bronx because I think the school is good, and good for my kids. 

Jackson Heights is a very good market [for Bangladeshis].

PP: Do you have staff writers?

MN: We have 21 staff writers…

PP: What’s your story of coming to this country?

MN: After September 11th, a lot of hate crime took place. And we covered all this crime. And we allowed our people to remain vigilant against all these things. Post-September 11th, the angle of the news, the news has changed after September 11th. For many immigrants, America was a dreamland, but after September 11th many people have left and this country is no more dreamland for many. And I have seen a lot of citizens that have left this country, people who have become citizens, and they have left this country and our community.  Many people lost their jobs and many people who were illegal, they did not feel they could go to work, actually. They were afraid. But now things are alright. About 150 have been deported, not more than 150. But those are all illegal, and they are under deportation order. And now some people, they are actually deported from the airport.

MN: I came in 1999. The INS has given me permission to stay….in Bangladesh I was a journalist. Because of my writing I was very prominent, I got the congressional fellowship, and I covered the US Congress in 1994 and 1995. I was chosen for that fellowship program. I thought that my life was insecure because of some incidents in 1999. I came here under duress, under complulsion. But a lot of people come for economic reasons.
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