Interview

Reverend Johanssen

Evangel Church


Key:

Italics - Sounds like specific word
(Inaudible) - Inaudible

PP - Paul Parkhill

RV - Reverend Johanssen

[BEGIN TAPE ONE; SIDE A]

REVEREND JOHANSSEN:  Are you interested in a history our church?

PAUL PARKHILL:  Yes.

RV:  Oh, how we got here; how it happened; what took place; or just where we are now?

PP:  Now...

RV:  Okay, ask the questions.

PP:  So tell me how the church got started, when and where, and how has it evolved into (inaudible)?

RV:  My - my grandfather... the church is 70 years old.  Last Thursday night we celebrated at Terrace on the Park our seventieth anniversary of the church.  We had hundreds of people there, and we had a great evening.  We had pictorials and so on.  So we’re 70 years old, and my grandfather and I are the only two pastors in the 70 years.

PP:  Wow.

RV:  So he was a carpenter, a builder.  He built churches in Queens, and he... one day he felt a call to start to do ministry.  So he, at that time, was living in Corona, and he searched out an area.  He thought that Astoria was a good area.  So he started a little church, and it began in a fish store on 43rd Street, they rented it.  Eventually, the built another building, a little church building, and they continued there until the 50s when they expanded that building.  And, that building was at 3271 41st Street, which is between Broadway and 34th, just down the street from the public library off of Stanley Street.  


He was there.  Eventually he became interested in Haitian work and went there.  And, I came to New York in 1965 from Rochester, New York, having been up there 13 years in different church projects.  We began work at it, and by 1975 there... things were... there were only a few people when I got here about maybe 15, but by 1975 we had several hundred, and we began a building project on that street.  We built a small gym.  We built an office.  We built classrooms and so on.  That was dedicated in 1980. 


Immediately, we saw that our growth was significant and that the size of our church would not work.  We were into three services on a Sunday morning and saw two services and so forth.  So we began to look and look and look, and at that time there we even considered the purchase of the Green Point Hospital, which was on the market through the real estate division of the city, and that didn’t work out as I mentioned.


After seven years of looking, just looking, through a series of events we made contact with someone who represented the owner to sell - they wanted to sell this property.  We bought the property because had a significant building on it.  It had - it had expandable space in the play yard.  That’s where you’re sitting - in a play yard now, and it was within our range of purchasing it, which was around three million dollars.  So we bought it in 1978, and we began to renovate the school.  We moved in 1979 having spent another two million dollars to fix it up.  We stayed there for 10 years, eventually having three services every Sunday because of the size of the crowd.  Then we began in 1990 to do the homework to get the variance to build.  It took until 1996 to get the variance to build.  In 1996, Easter Sunday, we set up a big tent out in the yard.  We broke ground to build. 


By 1999, three years later, we were in the sanctuary.  The rest of it wasn’t finished, but that was usable.  So it has been since 1999 to 2001-2002 that we were doing a lot of the details, the apartments, the this, the other thing.  So the project is 98 percent finished.  There are some little details left to do.


So we moved in, in 1999 and then we moved our operation from on the other side of the school over here in 2000.  In 2001, we built the new high school division on that floor.  So that is a very loose history of where we are. 

PP:  We were you say the bit about the five New York City... 

RV:  Well having been - having grown up in New York, I went to (sounds like) Bucking High School and so on.  New York has a way of making you bow your head.  People come standing tall, but after they are here a while, it tends to beat you down.  But, we honestly believe that the Gospel of Christ is a dynamic power, and we feel that it does not have to bow to the spirit of the city.  Although I love the city, but there are many things about it that take your breath away. 


So in building, I met with the architect and we spent a lot of time.  But, there were five factors that I felt I wanted to build into the project - this new project that we built - that would be in a sense a defiance of what the City tried to do to us.  One of them is we built into the sanctuary in the building a lot of light.  New York is often dark, dark apartments, people live in dark hallways, and I wanted to build light.  So we have much light.  Secondly, we have a lot of wood.  Everything is concrete and steel in the city and blacktop, and I wanted to come from their apartments and come face to face with the warmth of wood.  So we had a great deal of wood in the project.  Thirdly, we wanted to people to feel a sense of spaciousness and so the main trusses in the church are 115 feet long - the stand, so that we have a lot of space.  New York is crowded; we wanted to make people feel that there was space.  Fourthly, we have built the church, which seats 1,800 people in a fan shape, more semi-circular, which tends to provide a sense of community.  New York being cold and often causing people to feel alienated, we wanted to build in a sense of community that was there.  Lastly, we have sense of space outside.  So we’re not hemmed in.  So we fought the space problem, the wood problem, the darkness problem, the community problem, and we built those factors into the building.

PP:  Okay; so tell me more about your parishioners.  Where do they come from?  

RV:  Well we until, as I said until 1989, when we moved church from the location that I was in for many, many years, which the previous pastor - my grandfather - had built and so on, which we remodeled and updated, we moved from there, which was over in the really Astoria Broadway Steinway.  That’s the sensor over there of what used to be Astoria.  Astoria center seems to be moving more northward, and that’s - that’s the dynamics.  But anyway, that used to be the center of Astoria.  Then we moved over here and we began... when we came here, we were kind of at that time located mid-way between the Woodside Housing way over on 58th and Broadway and Queens Bridge Housing.  That’s kind of mid-way, and also Astoria Housing.   So we did not have many people... so we have some people of color, but not many.  But when we moved here and brought ourselves closer to Queens Bridge, we have the number of African Americans has increased.  I would say at this time, we now have having taken a poll in the church, the church has presently in it 87 different nationalities in the church by count.  So now I would think that we have... and we haven’t done this scientifically, but I’m just going to give you a ballpark, I think we have about 40 to 45 percent Hispanic; we have about 10 to 15 percent African American; we have about 10 percent Philippino and Asian, that would be Chinese and other Asian countries; and I would say to some degree, the rest would have to be European.  So that probably brings the European in somewhere around 25 percent, something like that.  


So we have worked very hard to try and maintain our color balance.  If you take a church in a certain style, it becomes far more attractive to Latinos and blacks, and if you go another way, it becomes very... but we’ve tried to be careful how we - how we presented ourselves so that we have a probably, I haven’t done it scientific, but I don’t think there is any church in the city with that many Caucasians along side of African Americans and that’s because we have made it a very important factor.  If I had a chance to rename to the church, I would call it All Nations, but we’re Evangel Church.

PP:  Right, it’s really quite amazing.  Did they also come from Queens or...?

RV:  They come... mostly I would say, I would say 75 percent, but we have Bronx, Manhattan, Brooklyn, Long Island.  We have a big... see because we’re not in Queens.  We’re on the edge of Queens.  So it’s obvious that we... you know if we lived in maybe (inaudible) or Jamaica, would be more central.  But, we’re on the edge.  We could be in Manhattan for where we are.   So we do get people over the (sounds like) Tribout, 59th Street, they shoot up from Brooklyn.  So we really have a larger... but the main group I’d say you know 70 percent also would have to be from... well I would say not they’re from Queens, from Long Island City, Astoria, Woodside, Elmhurst, that community.

PP:  Right, western, northwestern communities?

RV:  Yes.

PP:  Say more about your experience in the evolving neighborhood.  How has it changed over the course of your time here?

RV:  Well, as I said, we changed neighborhoods.  So we were in Astoria, and that was our parish so to speak over there.  When we came here, they all came with us.  But we now expanded our parish to who we found here.  

PP:  Didn’t you feel - did you have enough... encounters where Long Island City or did you feel like you can comment on the way the neighborhood has changed over time or do you feel like...

RV:  I think I can.  I don’t know how accurate I would be, but I have been 38 years.  My grandfather was here 32 years.  The math says 70 all together.  So I came here 60 years ago, and it was at that point in the Broadway/Steinway area was very white.  I would think that we would very seldom see Hispanics or probably some blacks, but you know very white.  I lived in that area.  I know that that area has changed.  In fact, we sold the church that we had there to the Koreans.  So that is a Korean church on 41st Street today.  They tore down part of it and left part of it and built a new sanctuary, but that was our property there just up from the corner from 34th Avenue and 41st Street.


Coming over here - we came over here in ’89, ’87, and I knew that this area over here which had become because of the projects - the projects were heavily black, but they were not heavily Hispanic.  But what happened, I - when we got here in ’89, I knew that being we weren’t here, but I knew from where my location was that this whole area, 36th Avenue, 37th Avenue, 27th Street, 28th Street, 30th, 31st, 32nd was becoming very heavily Hispanic.  Hispanic, which I like to make the difference, South American Hispanic.  To most people Hispanic it’s all the same, Puerto Rican, but it was South American Hispanic.


So when we got here I realized that we really moved right into that type of area, and we have... you know, being that we did have some at that time, we now have I would say the majority... as I said about 40 to 45 percent of our congregation is Hispanic whether it’s Nicaraguan or Puerto Rican or whatever it is.  That’s who we have now.  So how it changed, I have a woman in the church.  She is about 65, I guess.  She tells the story of how that when... she’s Italian, of how that when she was a child, her mother’s family moved into Queens Bridge Housing, and it was the like the Garden of Eden.  She tells the story of what it was like and so on.  So she gave fact to that whole project.  So has it changed?  Yes, it has changed.  In fact, I guess you’ve done some research with Dutch Kills people?

PP:  Yeah.  In fact they gave me your name, I think.

RV:  I see. They’re just great people.  There’s a disconnect between them and what’s happening around them.  So when you go to the meeting, you have these lovely wonderful German, Irish, gray-haired people talking about what’s going on and trying to you know hold up the banner, but you know I want to do more to help them.  But, they need to step back and see, wait let’s see what - let’s see if... I don’t think it’s that they don’t want to be inclusive, I think you almost have to become intentional, and that’s otherwise doesn’t happen.

PP:  It’s a very interesting question that’s come up in some other interviews.  I guess it’s a question of why there isn’t a more coherent community group in Long Island City?  You know there’s the business development corporation and there is Dutch Kills, you know but there’s not any over arching entity that’s overseeing for physical development as well as kind of community work.  Do you have a theory?

RV:  Oh I have - my feeling is that all of them are too tunnel-visioned.  So they have their thing, and they’re doing well.  I mean thank God for the Dutch Kills people.  They have marched on the City, and they did that, and they helped us.  They - but you know, I don’t know if they feel that that’s their job.  Then you’ve got the business community, they need - they’re somewhat of attention because, as I understand it again, many years ago, and you probably have the date, that the city by - just by an (inaudible) decided that this was going to be a manufacturing area.  The way I understand it was that they looked around... I was told this by an official.  That they saw these small jobs leaving the city, going south.  So they sat down and said, “We need to define some areas in the city near transportation that we can rezone and encourage small business manufacturing.”  So they found one in Brooklyn, in the Bronx and Queens.  The one of the key elements was it’s - it’s accessibility to transportation.  Well there’s nothing more accessible than here.  This is it.  So they just, I use the illustration, they put a bow on the head of a person and cut their hair, and wherever that bow landed, that’s what happened.  There was no rhyme or reason, and that’s what we have.  So that - I know that having talked with the people, they felt very violated when that happened.  I have to say that I don’t think that that plan... they may prod out some facts, but I live here.  I don’t see where that plan cut much mustard at all.  I mean, what we have is some taxi cab agencies.  We have - I mean right over here we used to have - we have the people who make the water towers, (sounds like) Welsbach or something over there.  They were there before.  I mean they’ve been here for a 100 years.  I don’t know.  So there was some stuff.  But to now pronounce the death - the kiss of death on a community because once they did that, the legal ramifications were that if the stairs on the front of your house fell off, you were not supposed to replace them.  If you moved out and you did not put someone in there within two years, that now could never be a residence again because by attrition they wanted to community to now begin to fall in line with the manufacturing zoning.  Poor people fixed their homes and so on.  That’s one reason why, I found out... I’ve worked close with George Dallas, George Stamadiates, we are very, very close...well I mean not close, but very good friends... for many years, and being guys that are people-oriented they felt that the community, as far as I understand, was violated, the people were violated.


So when we came in, they just - you know everyone loved us because we represented a statement to the city that what they had said failed.  That’s where we became a flagship to them.  Their not coming in and making manufacturing; something that’s people-oriented is here.  They did, through the marching and through all the foolishness, the city did make it an M1-3B.  They added a “b” to it.  I don’t know if you know that.  But they added a “b,” which meant that if you went through the process, you could build now.  But, you could build and go through the process before they added that.  So it was like a Utopian nothing there.  But that - they did add that little “b.”  

PP:  Have you been following the Queens Plaza plans?

RV:  No, I have not.  I know I was very concerned about the projected disturbance that digging the new subway would be and the new... they were going to have to put in new drains and sewers and this, and I think we’re starting to come to the end of that.  That concerned me because when they closed these streets off, it really hurts us here.  But I haven’t followed that.  I’ve heard some things about it.  But (inaudible) and there again, I’m somewhat... you  know, I’ve got my job to do and I’m trying to do it.  If I can help, which we have and tried to support the community, we tried to do that.  We held a fair this summer in August, which we had the police come in and do the - put the identification numbers on different various things and cars and provide... we tried to serve that community that way, and we did.


Of course, one of the main things that we do is we have the school. Now the reason why the school has become significant is that in the last I’m going to say six years, it could be eight, but we lost St. Patrick’s School and St. Rita’s.  So these have, and I think seven, but Rita’s more recent - probably three years, have closed.  So the closest... in fact not only that, but there used to be I think St. Mary’s down - way down in (sounds like) Jackson Avenue, Jackson and way at the very end there’s a little community - there was, and that’s not there - St. Mary’s.  So the closest Catholic school to us is right now Precious Blood, way over on 34th Avenue on 37th Street, I believe.  That would be the first... then there’s Precious Blood.  Then you go to St. Joseph’s.  Then you go to St. Francis’ way over on (sounds like) Ditmars, and that’s it.  So we have become - we a religious school and we make no bones about anything.  We do what we think is right.  We have the values that we think our country was birthed in, and we’re trying to promote those.  We make no excuses whatsoever and we like what we do.  We like what we do... I remember I heard it was illegal to put the 10 Commandments, I was in Israel, I was at (sounds like) Messata, a great shrine there.  I came down on the cable car and there I saw the 10 Commandments, and I said, “I want 15 copies.”  I put it in every one of our rooms.  

I just feel we are a resistance.  I don’t know if you understand, we didn’t get here by not being intentional.  We didn’t get here by sitting around, playing a violin.  We are very committed to what we do.  We - this whole project was funded from within our own organization, not a penny from the city, not a penny from some money bags outside the city.  We have... but I am looking for funding for the high school because I feel that’s something I’m offering to the city, and I - and I am asking certain organizations if they want to partner with us in that.  But, this is - this project - that project over there cost over $5,000,000.  This was is over $10,000,000.  That’s part of what we do.  

PP:  How many kids are at the school?

RV:  About 550 right now, and we have - we have an (sounds like) absent charter with Albany for preschool through high school.  

PP:  You said you had about 1,000 parishioners?

RV:  We have over that, but I used that number.  Many more people consider this their church, but on a Sunday morning, that’s who shows up.  

PP:  Fantastic; thank you so much.

RV:  What else can I tell you about? 

PP:  I feel like I have some of the basics, but if there’s other stuff that you feel like...

RV:  What would be helpful?  Let’s think what would be helpful, you know.  I’m trying to think of what might be helpful.  We, as I say, we have a high school, but the demand is so great that we want to build a high school so we can double the classes.  Right now we have in the elementary school double classes.  So we have two kindergartens, two firsts and two seconds.  But, we don’t have that in middle school and we don’t have it in high school.  In order to do that, we’re going to have to build to make a... and I have those plans in the other room.  It will go over this.  When we built the gym and so on we put the steel into carry four floors.  So that part is done.  

PP:  What’s the total square footage of the church part?

RV:  That we just built?

PP:  Yeah.

RV:  This piece on this side?

PP:  Yeah.

RV:  About 75,000 square feet, and the other side 45,000 square feet is what came with the school when we got it you know.  We have parking - underground parking for 75 cars.  Some of the drawbacks are that we are on (sounds like) Preston Street, and that is a very difficult street because if there’s anything - if there’s a problem on Second Avenue in Manhattan, we feel it here.  I’m serious.  In fact, I thought - I was telling people, “Wow, the bridge is backed up; I guess an accident.”  One said, “That’s not true at all; they can’t get off the bridge on Second Avenue so they can’t get on the bridge at (inaudible).”  So we have - once or twice a day that scenario takes place.  But, it eventually works its way out.  We’re hoping to have this new - new project built within five years.  That’s the plan; we’ll see how it goes.  See how it goes.  (Inaudible.)


That’s - you know some of these people around here, they’re getting their own boil burners up and running, and they put that stuff in the chimney to clean the chimney and all they’re doing is sooting the whole place up.  But this will become here part of the high school when we do it, and we’re going to use the same - we use the same elevator.  They’re going to make a whole through there and that ties that in.  Maybe you’d like to see the high school.  Let me just - I’ll just (inaudible).

Hey young man; how are you?  Can I help you; what are you looking for?  

We presently have this right to here.  We have that.  So this is the piece we would be building on right here.  That would be our view from 27th Street.  Let me see here, this is - this here... what have I got here, this is (inaudible).  I’m looking for - I don’t have it; it’s there some place.  Anyway, this is - this is the sixth floor.  We plan to put a prayer room on top of that, and this will be our new pastoral offices, which will then overlook New York City, all over here.

So, then below this, there are three floors all of which have four large classrooms.  That would be - that would be the development of the... and it’s about 20 - 20 - about 22,000 square feet in this space.  That’s what we’re putting in there.

PP:  How many apartments did you end up building?

RV:  Eight.  Eight, and six of them are studios, but they all have giant windows that overlook the city.  They’re very, very nice.  Two of them are one bedroom.  We have right now living in there probably five of our teaching staff and some of the other staff that works in the church.


The Catholic Church, you know and I haven’t made that big of study, but they - you have to take your hat off to the Catholic Church.  The Catholic Church wrestled with the problem of education, and they succeeded at it.  They made a tremendous - they made a tremendous change in the - in the quality of life in the City of New York.  They were able to keep a strong, moral conscience of religious outlooks and - and they did it through schools.  Whereas they get a bad rap by many, yet if they ever closed all their schools, the City of New York would bankrupt itself trying to teach those who are covered by the parochial system.

PP:  Well it’s sort of happening, right?

RV:  It is happening; that’s the point.  Because the Catholic Church is struggling, not many - few women and young men are choosing that lifestyle and it was that lifestyle of the Brother or the Sister was the workforce for the school.  When they began to lose that workforce, they had to turn to lay teachers, who - who they were trying to attract less they go to the public system.  Therefore, they had to pay them a substantial salary, which before was a free labor force to some degree.  That killed them.  That killed them for two reasons.  One, they couldn’t afford it and two, the lay people were, and I don’t mean in wrongly, but they were motivated to some degree by the money and the perfection and the good they could do.  But, money was in the fact because they had to pay their bills.  Whereas, a nun went home next to the school and had it all made and worked out.  


Secondly, I have a lot of respect for those brothers and sisters that went and dedicated their lives.  So they were - I would say there was a spiritual quality about them because of the commitment they had made to do what they did that brought something in the classroom that didn’t come when it was pay as you go.  So those are some of the reasons why, and I felt... I mean, the St. Patrick’s... this is, I don’t know the story of this, but I mean you know this is the beginning of Long Island.  This is it.  It goes from here to Montrose Point.  This is where it started you know.  It’s my understanding... I talked to a man years ago who, he was very old and he went way, way back, and he remembered when the Methodist Church down on 21st Street got moved there.  It wasn’t always there, and it got moved there and this and that.  He was telling me all kinds of things.  But, it is my understanding to some degree that some of the homes, at least I think it was north of here, were summer homes for people in Manhattan and that was going to the country for the summer.

PP:  Mansions and...

RV:  Mansions and so on.  They’d sit there a couple of them have little cemeteries outside down there, you know.  So it’s a wonderful area.  I believe that, you know I’m an optimist, but I think that this area has great, great possibilities.  I really do.  It went through a time of neglect and - and when the cities were despised, but the truth now is that the city is the place to be.  We have many illustrations of that.  We have people come for hours to the city, and they - you know they know New York by having read something.  When they come, they realize that - that where they paid $175,000 for their home up in New York State, they can’t by a storefront for that here, and it’s very expensive.


Now I did something else.  In 1985, I - I felt that there... I came in ’65.  But, in 1985, that’s when we began our school - ’85, but I did something else in those days.  Out of the 70s I found myself working with young people at the other location on Broadway and Steinway.  I saw that young people who came from Michigan or south whatever, that if they would come to New York and I could work with them, they would stay.  I could acclimate them.  I could help them learn how to become - to work with the city.  I could challenge them that this is a place that they could give their lives to.  I could challenge them that this is a place they could do good.  They could express the Christian Gospel, very - lots of opportunities and so on.


So what happened was we began this program and young people came to it.  We had about probably at the height a 100.  That was a pretty substantial group of people.  So what I did was, I bought an apartment house and it was empty.  So we put three girls there and five guys there and we had the apartment.  Then we ran out, so we used to rent apartments.  These kids would live there and...

PP:  Where was that?

RV:  It was over near where we were, in the (inaudible), that whole area.  There’s that whole Matthews Housing south of 34th Avenue.  We owned the building there and we owned another building.  So I saw, you know all these kids got jobs, and this was when everyone was like hippie, you know?  But I was teaching them responsibility, jobs, character, involvement, accountability.  We were doing the job.  Well it really, it had a life of its own.  So - so I decided we needed a building.  So I started looking for a building, and I ended up trying to build the Lighthouse for the Blind residence on Broadway and 45th Street - 46th Street.  The Blind organization housed men there, only men, and they would go down to the corner, they would get the subway, go two stops and be in Long Island City at the Lighthouse for the Blind manufacturing facility.  So it was the perfect thing.  It was so good that they went across Queens Boulevard, directly across Queens Boulevard from Macy’s and Queens Center and built a nine-story residence for blind people, both male and female.  That’s where they took their men out of there, and they went there.


Well we... I decided to buy it, but they wouldn’t sell it.  So I waited seven years, and when it came on sale again, I bought it.  It has 38 rooms and a cafeteria and we used that... students coming in and some training, and it just worked great. 


Well that program became so you know expanded, and we were doing our best to house people and all that, so about five years ago, we bought (sounds like) Bulova Hospital.  

PP:  Where was that?

RV:  That’s across the street from P.S. Town at 31st and 45th Street.  So we own that.  I own that.  We have what is called the New York School of Urban Ministry.  We kept the small building of 38 rooms and that is now a dorm program for people who work in the city or who attend school in the city with a Christian moral flavor.  That’s what it is.  The hospital, we rent out the first floor to an outpatient hospital program that is... there are four operating rooms there and there are some basic medical services.  They have the first floor.  But, the rest of the building, we have people who come in for a month, who come in for a week, who come in for a summer, and over the last 15 years that we’ve been - well 15 to 18 that we’ve been doing it, we have run about 22,000 people through that program from all over America... from all over the world really.  That program is still - still going.  It’s called New York School of Urban Ministry.  It’s on the corner of 31st Avenue and 45th Street, I believe, and it’s just up the block from the original building.  So we have that piece over there.  We bring students in.  They work in the vow of mission, they go to mission programs, they feed the poor, they help out in schools, they’ll help churches, they’ll do - help paint and help - a lot of practical things that they (inaudible) and so on.


Tony, one of our elders and (inaudible) of operations right here, and he is writing a history of Long Island (inaudible).  So I’m kind of, “Oh, you know I read about that.”  That’s a certain (inaudible).

PP:  Yeah.

RV:  Yeah.

MALE:  Mr. (sounds like) Duan, he’s outside.

RV:  Oh yes, outside.

MALE:  And he wants our final inspection.

RV:  Okay; can he wait a few minutes; I’ll be with him... we’re about done aren’t we?  Pretty much?  Okay; I’ll be right with him, okay?

MALE:  That’s his number.  

RV:  I’m going to go out there and look around.

MALE:  I’ll call him and tell him that you will be there in about 10 minutes.  Is that okay?

RV:  That’s very good, very good.

MALE:  Nice to meet you.

RV:  Thank you, Tony.  Thank you.


So anyway, that is another whole thing.  But, it’s a big influence in the thing.  In fact, another thing we did was that we wanted to affect more change, and we bought a building down on 4th Street, which was just north of - of (inaudible) Housing, a building on the corner.  We bought it.  We began to remodel it, and we wanted to use it as a women’s rehab program.  But, then we bought the hospital and we just... so we sold that building to a group that runs a fine program for rehabbing men.  So that’s what’s going on there. 

PP:  Great.

RV:  But, we’re not - we don’t - that’s, they’re good people.  We know them, but we’re - that’s not something we’re doing.  We had to pull back and... I mean, I tell people with that project, it was the mouse ate the elephant.  It just soaked us up.  But, we still - we’re still doing it over there.  But, this is the project where I - I’m both of those, but I’m here.  And, to get this far it has taken us 38 years.  I raised my three children here.  My daughter is the principal of the high school.  My son, as you know, is the executive director of the Vow of Mission, and my other son works with a company in New Jersey in Cherry Hill and is the director of music at the church where he lives.  So we are very - very satisfied and very happy, very happy.

PP:  Thank you so much.  This is really good.  

RV:  Well this is exactly - if you want, well - do you want any pictures or you need something, we have stuff in our files if you need something along the way.  We would be more than happy to make them available. 

PP:  Information on the parish would be great and then if you have pictures of the church itself or through the construction process or the old church or any of those would be... you don’t have to give it to me now, but it would be great for the (inaudible).

RV:  Well we have - we have a lot of stuff.  I can - yeah, we have pictures of this construction.  It’s pretty - pretty demented stuff.  Anyway, that’s where we’re bound.

PP:  Great.  Thank you so much.

RV:  Well thank you for the work you’re doing.

[END TAPE ONE; SIDE A]
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