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[Begin Roxanne Hutchinson, Part 1.MP3]

ROXANNE HUTCHINSON:  In the bad hip, like I am now.  And I used to walk up and down this park.  And that’s where I met the lady, the young lady named (sounds like) Mara.  And when I met her, I told her about the senior citizens need an exercise teacher.  And I spoke to Lisa, and Lisa was working here at the time.  And so Lisa, she give me the telephone number, and told me to have the lady to call her.  So I brought the telephone and give it to her, and she called Miss Jefferson--her name is Miss Jefferson.  See a lot of times I can’t say things to clear.  So she called her, and when she called Miss Jefferson, Miss Jefferson told her, “Yes,” she would take it.  So she be doing the exercise, and she’s very good at it.  And we’ve had her now for about... uh, Mr. Newman.  Mr. Newman... excuse me, Mr. Newman.  How long we had Miss Jefferson? 
MR. NEWMAN:  About three or four years.  No... she came a few months before I did.  I’ve been here about seven years... ’95--’94.  

RH:  So I told Lisa about her.  So Lisa told me to bring the telephone number.  And with myself...

MALE:  They’d like to go back to the history when like you first came here.

RH:  Yeah.

KATHERINE GRAY:  Yeah, I’ve got a few questions.  Why don’t I start with that, and then we can go...

RH:  Well, when I first came here...

KG:  First, give me your name.

RH:  My name is Roxanne Hutchinson.  R-O-X-A-N-N-E...H-U-T-C-H-I-N-S-O-N.

KG:  Will you give me your age?

RH:  Well I’m 60... I’ll be 60... I’ll be 82 years old August 22nd.

KG:  Well, happy birthday.

RH:  Thank you.

KG:  Tell me a little bit about your connection to Long Island City.  How long have you been here?  Do you live here?

RH:  I’d say about 57 years that I’ve been here, and when we moved out here it was really nice.  Well I guess I was here about four years, that’s when the drug dealers...

KG:  Four years?

RH:  Four years... that’s when the drug dealing...
KG:  How did you choose to move to this?

RH:  Well, we had to move from Jackson Height.  That’s when the... my husband was a vet.  And they was asking everybody to move ‘cause they was tearing them houses down.  It was temporarily a veterans’... was built especially for the veterans.

KG:  Got it.

RH:  On 73rd Street and Jackson Height. 

KG:  Okay.

RH:  And they was tearing that down.  And we--we... they got us a place over here.  And so when we come here it was very nice.  At that time I was working, and my husband he was a veteran.  He was in the Army.  And he was a sergeant.  After that, I...

KG:  Di d you--did you work in Long Island City?

RH:  Yeah I did--I did (sounds like) domestic work.

KG:  In the neighborhood though?

RH:  No, no, no... I went out.  

KG:  Okay.

RH:  And I did (sounds like) domestic work.  And one time I worked up at the senior citizen... across the street from the senior citizen at the nursery.  I worked there at the nursery for about four years.  I worked at the nursery.  And then I worked at another place that... where they sold hand-me-down clothes you know on 21st Street near... I forget the address, but I worked up there for about--about four years.  And then after then I went out I did the nursery work.   I was a person that always did work.  I did (sounds like) domestic work, and I was good at what I did.  And the people used to ask me to come and show the girls when I got ready to quit the how to do the work you know.  

KG:  Train them?

RH:  Train them, yeah.  And then, after that I... we stayed here, but when it got bad... had long it been Mr. ... I can’t remember when it got bad with the drug dealers coming in.

MALE:  Probably drug dealers came here... probably happened the same time happened where I grew up at... late 70s you know... First you had the heroin in the late 60s.

RH:  Yeah.

MALE:  Then you had crack.

RH:  Crack?

[End Roxanne Hutchinson, Part 1.MP3; Begin Roxanne Hutchinson, Part 2.MP3]
RH:  And everything was so good you know, and then the drug dealer would come in.  Then we had a problem with them trying to take over.  But, the cops did a beautiful job.
KG:  So tell me about your neighbors when you first moved in.

RH:  Well the neighbors... well...

KG:  Did other veterans move in with you or where you the only ones from that housing...?

RH:  Oh yeah it was a lot of veterans.  They moved in.

KG:  So everyone from Jackson Heights moved to the same...

RH:  Yeah... different ones.

KG:  Different ones?

RH:  To Astoria, to Woodside, different places, and...

KG:  And you chose Long Island City.  Did they give you a choice or you chose to move to this one?

RH:  Well when they call you it’s up to you to take you know whatever they give you.  You know what I mean?

KG:  Oh okay.

RH:  And so after then I stayed here and went out and did a little work.  And so my mother, she came and stayed with me.  And about the drugs and dealing, they were so bad.  But I say, the cops did a beautiful job cleaning it up out here ‘cause it was all up on the roof and every which way.

KG:  Wow.

RH:  And they--they kept on until they got it clean.  And they fixed it up; they got fences around; and they did a lot of work you know.  But some people you know, they don’t want to keep the place clean.  You know some peoples... they throw garbage and everything.  They got garbage right on one end and one on this end.  

KG:  Can you tell me a little bit about... you said when you first moved here the power station wasn’t here. 

RH:  Yeah it wasn’t here.

KG:  Can you tell me what it was like when you first got here?

RH:  Well it was--it was nice... a beautiful park.  It was nice and that wasn’t there and then after... when they--when the time come when they was going to decide they want to put that powerhouse there...

KG:  Did people--did people want the power plant?

RH:  And no, they fought against it.  

KG:  Were you part of that?

RH:  Oh yes.  They fought against it.  We all fought against it.  But they... you know they did it anyway.  And so they wanted to put something else there, another power plant, but we fought against that.  So they didn’t put that here.  But here’s a man right here; he can tell you a lot about it... Mr. Smith.  He’s been here a long time, too.  Come on and talk to (sounds like) the lady’s that here.

KG:  So tell me--okay so tell me about if you--if someone said, “Where is Long Island City?”  What sort of geographic boundaries would you...?

RH:  Well I always say when somebody say, “Where is Long Island City,” I would tell them it’s in Queens (inaudible) (sounds like) housing project.  That’s what I would say.

KG:  Okay.

RH:  In Long Island City.  But when I talk about Woodside, I say... like my son live in Woodside.  And Astoria... I know people that live in Astoria you know.

KG:  Would you say Astoria is Long Island City?

RH:  Well it should be.  To me, I feel like it should be Long Island City.

KG:  How far south do you think Long Island City goes?

RH:  Mmm... to tell you the truth, I really don’t know.  But I know it goes a long way.  Let’s see... Long Island City... Mr. Newman, how far... excuse me.  How far you figure that Long... what did you say... Long Island City goes?  

MR. NEWMAN:  Oh, Mr. Smith would know better than I.  I don’t know.

KG:  I’m interviewing people for a project on Long Island City.  So I’m trying to get each person’s point of view about the neighborhood.

MALE:  What kind of project on Long Island City?

KG:  We’re doing an oral history.  We’re doing oral histories, and then we’re identifying spaces in the area that might be good for development of...

RH:  Um-hm.

KG:  So can I interview you next?

MALE:  Yeah.

KG:  That’s good.  Okay so tell me something--tell me something that you love about the neighborhood.

RH:  Well I just love it.  I just love it.  I like it out here.  I don’t have nothing to say bad about it because I thank God.  You know I put God first.  

KG:  Do you go to church here?
RH:  Oh yeah.

KG:  Where do you go to church?

RH:  I’m a deaconess.  I’m--I’m the mother of the church.

KG:  Where is the church?

RH:  The Greater Trinity Baptist Church in Long Island City.

KG:  Where is that?

RH:  Thirty-seven--3237, 12th Street.

KG:  Oh.  How long have you been the deaconess?

RH:  Oh--oh I’ve been the deaconess for a long time and the mother... I say about--maybe about five years I was the deaconess.  And then I was the mother of the church longer.  To tell you the truth, when our church first started we was on 11th Street in Long Island City.  We had a little church there, and we moved from there over on 12th Street.  We bought a place over there.

KG:  How long did it take you to raise the money?

RH:  Well we... it didn’t take us that long to raise the money because by living in the small place we saved money for there...

KG:  Sure.

RH:  ... to get the larger place.  It took us a while to pay for it, but it belongs to us now.

KG:  Wow.

RH:  And what else I say... Astoria Baptist Church is in Long Island City, uh-hm.  And the one on 21st Street, People United Methodist Church, that’s in Long Island City.  And what else can I say now?  And the one on... Reverend... Mmm, I can’t call his name now, but he got a church right there on 40 Avenue you know.  Oh boy.

KG:  Do the churches work together on projects?

RH:  Oh yeah, we work together.

KG:  What--what sort of things do you work on?

RH:  We... not on projects.  We work together by... like if we having something, and we’ll get Reverend David to come.  And like we’re having an anniversary, we get him to come and preach for the anniversary.   And the same way with Reverend Taylor, we don’t--he don’t--we don’t associate with him, but he’s a nice man.  See, if I can’t say nothing good about you, I won’t say anything bad.  

KG:  Okay.

RH:  He’s a nice preacher.  And my pastor is in the hospital.  He’s in the hospital very sick.  

KG:  Oh dear.

RH:  Yeah he got... what you call that thing on the brain... bleeding at the brain?

KG:  Tumor?

RH:  They call it something.  God bless you.  (Someone sneezed.)  He bleeding on the... they had to operate and go in there and the blood... took that blood out... draw it out.

KG:  Oh he had a clot... blood clot?  Stroke?

RH:  I forget the name of it.  It’s not a stroke.  Anyway, they say he’s coming along pretty good now.  

KG:  How do you--how did you find your... did the preacher come from the neighborhood or how did you find the preacher?

RH:  Well that’s our neighborhood.  That’s the neighborhood I’m telling you about.  Then sometime we get preachers from Jamaica.  They’ll come over and preach.  And we get... we go way out on the island...

KG:  Really?

RH:  Yeah we go right on the... they come to us.  That’s what we do you know.  

KG:  That’s good.  So tell me, does your family live here still?

RH:  Well most of my--my sisters live in--on 92nd Street in Jackson Height.

KG:  So they stayed in Jackson Height?

RH:  That’s where my sister... my sister moved from here out there.  She bought into the co-op, her and her husband.  And my... and I got families down south... Dillon, South Carolina.  My home is (sounds like) Laurenberg, North Carolina.  
KG:  So how did you sisters... did your sisters also marry veterans?  Is that how they came up here?  How did you end up in New York?  Were you born here?

RH:  Well I was the first one came to New York.  And by me coming to New York, I’m the one that got them up here.

KG:  Got it.  So tell me a little bit about... so you lost part of the park to the power plant?

RH:  Uh-hm.

KG:  Is everything else pretty much the same or... are the shops the same?

RH:  Yeah but--but one time... now that lady could tell you a lot, too.  One time they... the bathroom was closed one time and... because on account of the drug dealing.  It was so bad.  That was closed.  But now they built another one right here; you see there.  So that’s the one we go to now. And this lady, she didn’t come yet, Miss Queen.  She’s the head of the--of this park here.  Her name Miss Queen.  She could tell you a lot if you just wait for her to come.  I don’t know--you know, but I know she will be here. 
KG:  So when you’re--when you go out of the house to places in... what’s your favorite place to go in Long Island City?

RH:  Well now I don’t go nowhere because I’m not well and I...

KG:  Well when you used to go out?

RH:  Oh when I used to go out, I used to... well my mother came up here and she lived with me, too, and she was going to the senior citizens.  And so at that time I wasn’t going.  So when they had some at the senior citizens, I went over there to show my respect.  And my mother... I started in the--I started going to the senior citizens myself when I was 60 years old.

KG:  Wow.

RH:  I was 60 years old.

KG:  So you’ve been going for 20 years?

RH:  Yeah I’ve been going for a long time.  And so... but...

KG:  Are there specific places in Long Island City that don’t exist anymore that you wish were still here... stores or restaurants or places in the park, churches?

RH:  Let me see, what can I say?  Oh, well we have enough churches.  And because you know when I was working, I was busy going to work.  
KG:  Sure.

RH:  You know when you working, you don’t have time for nothing else.  

KG:  Did you ever meet your neighbors or were you so busy you didn’t even get to know them?

RH:  Well a lot of people didn’t even know... my sister lived on Vernon Boulevard, and lived on 10 Street, and a lot of people didn’t even know I--my sister and I were sisters you know because I was always working.  And my sister has two small kids at that time, and so she couldn’t work.  She had to stay home... 

KG:  Sure.

RH:  ... and take care of the kids.  She had to introduce... this is my sister, and they didn’t believe it you know.  They thought here girlfriend was her sister.  But everything... I love it.  I can’t say nothing about Queen Bridge.  I love the peoples and the house and the ladies.  They are so nice to me.  

KG:  Are there... if you were going to put out historical markers or you know mark places as special places, is there a place in Long Island City that you would mark?

RH:  Mark it in what way?

KG:  As historically significant.

RH:  I’m trying to eat some of this before it melts.

KG: Yeah please.

RH:  Now what did you say now?

KG:  Would you mark any places as historically significant?

RH:  Mmm... I’m going to tell you, I can’t--I can’t do that.  I’d say... because I’m a person; I don’t visit... I’m not the type of person to run in your house.  If I see you, I speak to you.

KG:  Sure.

RH:  And how you feeling, good morning, and go on ‘bout my business.  And I don’t have nobody running in my house.  Anybody come to my house is my son, my sister, and maybe my nieces and things like that.  And I’m not a person that every time you turn around you see somebody coming in your house.

KG:  Sure.

RH:  I don’t like that, and so I try to mind my own business.  I love everybody; don’t say I love you, too.  

KG:  Okay.

RH:  I love everybody.  But I--I believe in God.  I try to keep his Commandment.  Jesus say, “If you keep my Commandment; do my will,” he say, “I open up doors for you that no man can.”  And Jesus say, “I am the way to truth and the light.”  No man come to the (inaudible) about me.”  He say, “And you God say Thou shalt love thy Lord God with all your heart, soul, and mind,” you know.  And he say, “Don’t let nothing separate you from the love of God.”  He say, “Come unto me all ye that is here related, and I will give you rest.  Take my (sounds like) yolk up... my yolk is easy.  My burden is mine.”  I want to follow in his footstep.  Jesus say, “Follow me, follow me, I am the way... the truth and the love.”  You know... write that down.  Write that down.

KG:  The truth and the love.

RH:  Then he go and tell you, “The Lord is my shepherd.”  He say, “I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pasture.”

KG:  Twenty-third Psalm.

RH:  “He leadeth me beside still water... he lead me in the path of righteous; he restores my soul. Yeah, though I walk through valley of the shadow of death, I shall feel no evil for Thou art with me.  That rod and that staff, they call for me.  Thou will prepare the table before me, and the presence of my enemy, Thou know that I’m here with all.  My cup is running over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.  And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  Amen.”  So now write that down.

KG:  One last question?

RH:  Uh-hm.

KG:  So does your son still live in Long Island City?

RH:  No... yeah, he live in Long Island City, but he’s in Ravenwood.

KG:   And does he... oh so he moved north?

RH:  Yeah.  He not too far from me.  He about far as from me down at the senior citizen.  You know where that is.  He about that far from me.  Uh-hm.

KG:  So who is this--this woman?

RH:  Well this the lady... she’s very... she work with Miss Adam.  You know Miss Adam, don’t you?

KG:  No, I don’t.

RH:  You don’t know Miss Adam?  Miss Adam is the president of the...
KG:  The Tenants Association?

RH:  Tenants... yeah.  Young lady, she want to talk to you.

KG:  Hi, my name is Katherine Gray.  I work for a group called Place in History, and we’re doing interviews and oral histories of people in Long Island City.  I just finished talking to Miss Hutchinson.

MISS ADAM:  Oh good, you had one of our older residents.

KG:  Would you be willing to participate?

MISS ADAM:  And did you speak with Mr. (sounds like) Newman?

KG: He said he would speak to me after I spoke to a couple of other...

MISS ADAM:  Not really... what would you want to know... something quick?

KG:  Just to do a little interview.  This is the--these are the basic questions.  We’re doing a project on Long Island City and trying to find out peoples’...

RH:  Oh my ice cream melting.

KG:  ... places... people in Long Island City like going to or think should be preserved.  Okay do you want to sit over on the bench over here.

MISS ADAM:  Could you give me a few minutes to get set up?

[End Roxanne Hutchinson, Part 2.MP3]
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